IA Renewal Requirements

§65.93 Inspection authorization: Renewal.
(a) To be eligible for renewal of an inspection authorization for a 1-year period an applicant must present evidence annually, during the month of March, at an FAA Flight Standards District Office, or an International Field Office that the applicant still meets the requirements of §65.91(c) (1) through (4) and must show that, during the current period that the applicant held the inspection authorization, the applicant—

(1) Has performed at least one annual inspection for each 90 days that the applicant held the current authority; or 

(2) Has performed inspections of at least two major repairs or major alterations for each 90 days that the applicant held the current authority; or 

(3) Has performed or supervised and approved at least one progressive inspection in accordance with standards prescribed by the Administrator; or 

(4) Has attended and successfully completed a refresher course, acceptable to the Administrator, of not less than 8 hours of instruction during the 12-month period preceding the application for renewal; or 

(5) Has passed on oral test by an FAA inspector to determine that the applicant's knowledge of applicable regulations and standards is current. 

(b) The holder of an inspection authorization that has been in effect for less than 90 days before the expiration date need not comply with paragraphs (a) (1) through (5) of this section. 

[Doc. No. 18241, 45 FR 46738, July 10, 1980 as amended by Amdt. 65-35, 54 FR 39292, Sept. 25, 1989]

Applicable Regulations Oral Test

1.  What part of the FAR’s prescribes the requirements for issuing mechanic certificates and associated ratings and general operating rules for the holders of these certificates and ratings?

Answer:  FAR Part 65

2. A certificated mechanic with an airframe rating can service a compass with fluid yes or no?

Answer: No.  FAR 65.81(a)

§65.81 General privileges and limitations.
(a) A certificated mechanic may perform or supervise the maintenance, preventive maintenance or alteration of an aircraft or appliance, or a part thereof, for which he is rated (but excluding major repairs to, and major alterations of, propellers, and any repair to, or alteration of, instruments), and may perform additional duties in accordance with §§65.85, 65.87, and 65.95. However, he may not supervise the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alteration of, or approve and return to service, any aircraft or appliance, or part thereof, for which he is rated unless he has satisfactorily performed the work concerned at an earlier date. If he has not so performed that work at an earlier date, he may show his ability to do it by performing it to the satisfaction of the Administrator or under the direct supervision of a certificated and appropriately rated mechanic, or a certificated repairman, who has had previous experience in the specific operation concerned. 

(b) A certificated mechanic may not exercise the privileges of his certificate and rating unless he understands the current instructions of the manufacturer, and the maintenance manuals, for the specific operation concerned.

3. Certificated mechanics, under their general certificate privileges may perform minor repairs to instruments.

Answer:  No FAR 65.81

4. A certificated mechanic shall not exercise the privileges of the certificate and rating unless, within the preceding 24 months, the Administrator has found that the certificate holder is able to do the work or the certificate holder has?

a. Served as a mechanic under the certificate and rating for at least 18 months.

b. Served as a mechanic under the certificate and rating for at least 18 months.

c. Serve as a mechanic under the certificate and rating for at least 6 months. (Correct answer FAR 65.83)

5. A person performing an annual or 100-hour inspection shall use a checklist that contains at least those item in the appendix of:

a. FAR 65.

b. FAR 21

c. FAR43 (Correct answer)

6. The issuance of an Airworthiness Certificates is governed by what FAR?

a. FAR part 39

b. FAR part 43

c. FAR part 21 (Correct answer FAR 21.175)

7. Placards required on an aircraft are specified in?

a. AC 43.13-1b

b. FAR’s under which the aircraft was typed certificated

c. Aircraft Specifications or Type Certificate Data Sheets. (Correct answer FAR 21.41)
8. An Airworthiness Directive requires that a propeller be altered.  A certificated mechanic could?

a. Not perform the because it is an alteration

b. Not perform the work because that are not allowed to perform and approve for return to service, repairs or alterations to propellers

c. Perform and approve the work for return to service if it is a minor alteration.  (Correct answer FAR 65.81(a))
9. What FAR covers Airworthiness Directives (AD’s)?

a. FAR 43

b. FAR 91

c. FAR 39 (Correct answer)

10. What FAR covers Identification and Registrations Marking?

a. FAR 43.

b. FAR 91

c. FAR 45 (Correct answer)

11. If you change your fix base of operation can you exercise the privileges of your Inspection Authorization?
Answer:  No FAR 65.91(c).  

If the holder of an inspection authorization changes his fixed base of operation, he may not exercise the privileges of the authorization until he has notified the FAA Flight Standards District Office or International Field Office for the area in which the new base is located, in writing, of the change

12. What is an applicable standard considered?

Answer: An accepted measure of comparison for quantitative or qualitative value.  (Criteria) (Repeatable) (FAR 43 Appendix D is a standard) (Controlled document)
13.  What is a maintenance release and who can sign one off?

Answer:  Section 43.9 requires that major repairs and alterations be recorded as indicated in appendix B of part 43, (i.e., on FAA Form 337).  An exception is provided in paragraph (b) of that appendix, which allows repair stations certificated under part 145 to use a maintenance release in lieu of the form for major repairs (and only major repairs).
14. What 5 items is required in the aircraft records return to service statement for work performed in accordance with part 43.9?

Answer:  Each person who maintains, performs preventive maintenance, rebuilds, or alters an aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, or component part shall make an entry in the maintenance record of that equipment containing the following information: 
a. A description (or reference to data acceptable to the Administrator) of work performed. 

b. The date of completion of the work performed. 

c. The name of the person performing the work if other than the person specified in paragraph (a)(4) of this section. 

d. If the work performed on the aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, or component part has been performed satisfactorily, the signature, certificate number, and kind of certificate held by the person approving the work. The signature constitutes the approval for return to service only for the work performed. In addition to the entry required by this paragraph, major repairs and major alterations shall be entered on a form, and the form disposed of, in the manner prescribed in appendix B, by the person performing the work. 

15. As a mechanic that holds a Inspection Authorization can they approve for return to service an aircraft maintained under Approved Aircraft Inspection Program (AAIP)?
Answer:  Yes.  Reference Part 135.119 (g) Each certificate holder who has an approved aircraft inspection program shall have each aircraft that is subject to the program inspected in accordance with the program.

**135.413 Responsibility for airworthiness.**
(a) Each certificate holder is primarily responsible for the airworthiness of its aircraft, including airframes, aircraft engines, propellers, rotors, appliances, and parts, and shall have its aircraft maintained under this chapter, and shall have defects repaired between required maintenance under Part 43 of this chapter. 

(b) Each certificate holder who maintains its aircraft under § 135.411(a)(2) shall-- 

(1) Perform the maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alteration of its aircraft, including airframe, aircraft engines, propellers, rotors, appliances, emergency equipment and parts, under its manual and this chapter; or 

(2) Make arrangements with another person for the performance of maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alteration. However, the certificate holder shall ensure that any maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alteration that is performed by another person is performed under the certificate holder's manual and this chapter.

16. Can certificated mechanics sign off approved return to service for preventive maintenance?

Answer:  No.  Reference FAR 1.1 Maintenance means inspection, overhaul, repair, preservation, and the replacement of parts, but excludes preventive maintenance.

AC 43.9C 

The type of certificate exercised when maintenance or preventive maintenance is accomplished must be indicated in the maintenance record.  Pilots may use private pilot (PP), commercial pilot (CP), or air transport pilot (ATP) to indicate private, commercial, or airline transport pilot certificate, respectively, in approving preventive maintenance for return to service.  Pilots are not authorized by section 43.3(g) to perform preventive maintenance on aircraft when they are operated under part 121, 127, 129, or 135. Pilots may only approve for return to service preventive maintenance that they themselves have accomplished.
17. What documents contain life-limited parts for modern day aircraft?

Answer:  They are set forth in type certificate data sheets (TCDS), AD's, or the limitations section of FAA-approved airplane or rotorcraft flight manuals.  Additionally, instructions for continued airworthiness, which require life-limits be specified, may apply (See CFR 23 Appendix G and CFR 27 Appendix A).
18. When a discrepancy list is provided to an owner or operator, it says in effect, except for these discrepancies, the item inspected is airworthy.  Under what conditions can the aircraft be operated?
Answer:  Special Flight Permit FAR part 21.181

19. Are discrepancies lists required to be sent the Flight Standard District Office for inspections?

Answer:  AC 43.9C Paragraph 1. 1 It is no longer a requirement that copies of discrepancy lists be forwarded to the local Flight Standards District Office (FSDO).
20. Who is responsible for life-limited parts?

Answer:  Owner/operator. FAR 91 Section 91.417(a)(2)(ii) requires the owner or operator of an aircraft with such parts installed to have records containing the current status of these parts.

21. Where would you find the definition of a Major or Minor repair?

Answer:  FAR 1.1 under Major repair
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